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EXTRA!       EXTRA!  SoCal Region Demolition Derby  

Joins Driving Museum Tour Sunday, April 11 AUTO RESTORATION 
FOUND TO BE COSTLY! 

IN NEXT ISSUE:  
 

ROSWELL ALIEN SKELETON 
FOUND IN  

LA SALLE RUMBLE SEAT!!  

SoCal Regionôs 
Demolition Derby 
was a ñsmash hitò 
last year and will be 
repeated this year 
during the Automo-
bile Driving Mu-
seum tour. Above, 
Jimmy ñBiffò Mulli-
ganôs  low-mileage 
ó67 Eldo got 
through last yearôs 
derby virtually un-
scathed to emerge 
as winner.  
 

Please remember to 
bring your own 
safety gear, includ-
ing helmet and fire 
extinguisher.  

Last year, Rob and Linda Leonard learned how 
to operate tractors in order to remove wreckage 
quickly from the Demo Derby field.  

ñYou want how much for 
new upholstery?ò 

    Researchers at 
the University of 

Chicago School of 

Economics re-

cently completed a 
twelve-year study, 

and the results are 

now in: Auto res-
toration is a little 

expensive. 

    According to 
Professors Boris 

Pinkus and Beau Tocs, the cost of a full restora-

tion for a vintage Cadillac in ñcondition 3ò now 

exceeds that of a four-day cruise to Acapulco or a 
new refrigerator with ice water dispenser.  

    Over the twelve years of their research, the 

two professors sent questionnaires to various 
firms in the auto restoration business, including 

all 34 reliable platers remaining in the United 

States, the 121 remaining lead bodywork shops, 
and the 28 shops still willing and able to rebuild 

a 1941 Hydra-Matic transmission. In order to 

survey the 157 auto painters and upholstery 

shops that cater specifically to the old car hobby, 
it was necessary to employ several translators. 

    On average, it was found that replating, ano-

dizing and metal polishing for a late 1950s Cadil-
lac starts at approximately the price of orthodon-

ture for a teenager with a large overbite, not tak-

ing into account replacement of lost and de-

stroyed parts (from the car, that is). Professor 

 

Continued on page 87. 
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COMING EVENTS 
April 11  

 
May 16  

 
June 6  

July 14 -17, 2010  
August 14  

August 23 -28  

 

Automobile Driving Museum Tour, Rides, Lunch, in El Segundo. Craig Chally 

        cc@caditalk.com  
De la Fuente Cadillac Dealership Show in El Cajon (San Diego Region). Gary Sisk 
        garysisk@cox.net  
All -GM Show, Woodley Park, Van Nuys. Steve Rostam steveclassic@earthlink.net  

Grand National in Overland Park, Kansas. info@kcgn2010.com   
SoCal Regional National Meet , Rubyôs, Redondo Beach 
National Driving Tour , Pacific Northwest www.pnrclc.org/activities.htm  

 
 Please go to www.caditalk.com for up-to-the-minute SoCal Region CLC event info.  
 For other car events see: www.socalcarculture.com . 
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natio
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The Unique Cadillac Club is a socially-oriented club that brings together Cadillac enthu-

siasts to encourage the preservation, restoration, and enjoyment of these beautiful vehi-

cles. The club features 1902

-1979 Cadillacs. For addi-

tional information contact 

Calvin at 310-213-9413. 
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The Crest & Wings is the newsletter of the Southern 
California Region of the Cadillac & LaSalle Club, Inc. 
It is published six times a year. Please contact the 
editor for advertising information and rates. Dead-
line for submissions is 20 days after mailing of this 
issue. For membership information, please contact 
Julian Cangelosi, above. 

mailto:steveclassic@earthlink.net
mailto:info@kcgn2010.com


Pay your regional dues on line using PayPal. 

No fooling. Just visit Caditalk.com. 
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Get your SoCal Region CLC  
T-shirt! 

Available in S, M, L, & XXL. White only, no more 
XLs. To order, send your check for $15 per shirt 
ð with ñT-shirtò & size written in the lower left 
corner ð to: 

 

SoCal CLC 
c/o Linda Leonard 

5016 West 131st St. 
Hawthorne, CA 90250-5021 

The Rob Report 
    The Agua Caliente weekend was a huge success 

with better than 40 cars at the show and an excel-

lent banquet that evening. The Martin Short show 

was very funny. As my wife, Linda, put it, ñIt was 

like visiting with an old friend.ò Everyone had a great time and a 

chance to better know each other over the weekend. Many thanks go 

to Gary Friedman for an outstanding job putting on this event. 

    Now is the time to get serious about 

attending the Grand National in Kansas 

City. I was a CLC member for 15 years 

before attending my first GN - I now real-

ize how much I missed over those years. 

After attending the 2005 GN in Des 

Moines Iôve gone every year save one. 

GNs are a great way to see parts of the 

country that are new to us Californians, 

see cars that you otherwise never would, 

and meet people from around the world 

with similar interests. The KC GN is July 

14-18; the registration and information 

forms are at http://www.kcgn2010.com and on the flyleaf (outside 

cover) of your April 2010 Self Starter. There are a lot of great people 

in this club ï get to know them in KC! 

   As announced earlier this year the CLC has contracted with the Gil-

more Car Museum to construct a CLC Museum building to house the 

National CLC collection. While that building is being constructed the 

CLC collection will occupy an existing small permanent building on 

the Gilmore grounds. Photos of the site and the beautiful grounds that 

will surround our museum, along with info on the Gilmore Founda-

tion, are at http://www.gilmorecarmuseum.org/.  Please visit the web-

site when you have a chance. 

   Your SoCal CLC membership can now be renewed via PayPal on 

the www.caditalk.com website. Itôs quick and easy and you donôt 

even need a PayPal account to do it. Please renew via PayPal or the 

enclosed form if you have not already done so. 

    On May 16 at De Le Fuente Cadillac in El Cajon the San Diego 

Region will host its first dealer show in many years. Make this meet 

the centerpiece of a fun weekend in San Diego. The All GM Meet at 

Woodley Park in Van Nuys is June 6. This is always a great show 

with many Cadillacs not typically seen at other shows. Flyers for both 

of these shows are the final pages of this newsletter. Sign up now! 

                  Rob  

 

DO YOU HAVE A LOW MILEAGE 1971-1976 REAR-

WHEEL DRIVE CADILLAC? If so, please contact the edi-

tor, th@caditalk. He is helping to write the authenticity 

manual for these cars and needs reviewers. 
Continued on page 6. 

eBAY FOLLIES and FRAUDS 
PART ONE 

ά/[9!wέ ¢L¢[9 
The following are true stories.  

They represent only the buyerõs point of view.  

Mr. Kôs Story:  
    eBay Motorsô auction write-up said that the title to 

Mr. Sôs car was ñclear.ò (More about that term 

lateré) Mr. K, who lives outside California, was 

very interested in Sôs car. Before the eBay auction 
ended, S falsely told K by e-mail that he had a title 

certificate for the car in his name. Based on that mis-

representation, Mr. K bid on the car, won the auction, 
and sent full payment to S. After S received the pur-

chase money, S finally revealed that he did not have 

a title certificate in his name or in anyoneôs name. (In 
fact, S had violated his stateôs laws by not applying 

for title and registration within the required time.) S 

provided Mr. K a bill of sale and shipped the car to 

him.  
    Mr. K inquired at Broadway Auto Title about help 

 

Agua Caliente meet  
organizer Gary Friedman 

http://www.kcgn2010.com/2010%20CLC%20Grand%20National%20forms.pdf
http://www.caditalk.com
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one correctly identified this car as a CD Panhard from 

the 1962 Le Mans 24 -Hour Race. Please see page 5 for 

a new mystery car.  

2010 GRAND NATIONAL ROOMS  

GOING, GOINGé. 
 

Call the Doubletree Hotel direct at: 913-451-6100 or toll 
free at 800-222-8733. 

 
Our traditional Lakewood Country Club event had perfect 

weather, roughly 35 cars, plenty of food, and an interesting 

guest speaker. Three cars were 

LAKEWOOD COUNTRY 

CLUB 2010 IMAGES  

Continued on page 5. 

Polishing these long cars is exhausting!  

Robert Robin takes a power nap before lunch. 

Paul Balise with his 1957 SDV. Tony Hiller with his 1970 De Ville convertible. 

Glenn Wheatley and Sheri Roberts enjoy 
Valentineôs Day lunch at Lakewood CC. 
At right, Tom Musson stands beside his 
1949 Series 62 coupe. His car was re-
cently featured in Motor Trend for a  

retrospective. 

Continued on page 5. 
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OBSCURE CARS OF YESTERYEAR 
 

What kind of car is it? Hints: òDonõt let the grille fool 

you; Iõm not German!ó 
 

The first member who correctly identifies the year 

and make wins a free SoCal Region CLC T-shirt! 

Please submit your best answer via e -mail at once to 

th@caditalk.com .  

YOUR BUSINESS CARD 

COULD BE HERE AT MODEST COST. 

PLEASE CONTACT THE EDITOR, 

TH@CADITALK.COM.  

awarded prizes: The Parksô 1941 Series 62 sedan, Tom 
Rydalchôs 1953 Eldorado, and Robert Goldmanôs ô73 Coupe 

de Ville. 

    Late last year, Motor Trend was searching for a 1949 
Cadillac for its January 2010 issue commemorating their first 

Car of the Year, the 1949 Cadillac. They ruled out Dan 

Fisherôs dark green Coupe de Ville (below right) because it 
doesnôt have whitewall tires. Truly. Still, their photographer 

takes some pretty cool photos and we saw many of them after 

lunch. (Did you know that for many photos of the car in mo-
tion, a camera is mounted on a 14-foot boom projecting from 

the left front bumper?) 

ñLakewood Country Clubò continued from page 4. 

Mike Terryôs 1954 Series 62 convertible Dan Fisherôs 1949 Coupe deVille 
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getting a replacement title, but gave up 
when he decided that their communica-

tions were be too slow for his taste.  

    Mr. K also went to an attorney, who 

researched the chain of title for the car, 
the title and registration laws, and con-

tacted S. Apparently realizing that he 

could be sued, S offered to refund Mr. 
Kôs money and asked for the car back 

so he could sell it to someone else. Mr. 

K declined. K had the car and wanted 
to keep it. He just wanted a title certifi-

cate endorsed by S. S refused to apply 

for one even though Mr. K offered to 

pay all fees. 
    Mr. K and his attorney discovered 

that S had acquired the car from N and 

contacted N. Fortunately, N had abided 
by all the documentation laws when she 

sold the car to S and still had all of her 

records about the sale. Mr. K and his 
attorney were able to get N to make a 

new bill of sale showing that the sale 

was between N and Mr. K. However, N 

was not able to get a replacement title 
certificate because her state does not 

issue them for antique cars. 

    N also helped Mr. K by going to her 
stateôs DMV (which was in neither Sôs 

nor Mr. Kôs respective states) and 

eventually found The Right Clerk. N 

told The Right Clerk the whole situa-
tion and showed a letter from the attor-

ney. N was able to convince The Right 

Clerk to issue new documents indicat-
ing a transfer from N to Mr. K. As a 

result, Mr. K was soon able to get a 

title certificate and registration (outside 
California).  

    All of this took at least three months 

and hundreds of dollars in additional 

expense, which was not reimbursed by 
eBay, its Vehicle Purchase Protection 

program, or S. Mr. K could have sued S 

to recover this expense but apparently 
decided not to. S probably suffered no 

penalty at all, and for all we know, he 

remains free to pull his no-title stunt 
again on other eBay bidders with an-

other car. 
 

Mr. Vôs story:  

    Mr. V lives in California. He saw a 
collectible clunker on eBay Motors. 

Noting that the title was ñclearò and the 

car was being driven to work regularly, 

Mr. V bid on the car and won the auc-
tion. Mr. V promptly mailed a cashierôs 

check to Seller (in the days before eBay 

started requiring payment by PayPal). 

Seller, however, had misrepresented 
that he had a title certificate in his own 

name. He had violated his stateôs 

(Oregonôs) laws by not applying for 
title and registration after buying the 

car. He may have had an endorsed title 

in the previous ownerôs name, but this 
is not clear. 

    Mr. V contacted eBay Motors to see 

whether its ñVehicle Purchase Protec-

tionò program covered this sort of 
situation. The subcontractor who man-

ages the program informed Mr. V that 

coverage did not apply to this kind of 
situation, which it said could probably 

be fixed at a California DMV office. 

They recommended that Mr. V receive 
the car and try to have it titled in Cali-

fornia with whatever documents Seller 

could provide. Mr. V never got that far. 

    When a car carrier arrived at Sellerôs 
to pick up Vôs new treasure, another 

misrepresentation was discovered: The 

car could not be driven onto the car 
carrier under its own power, much less 

was it being driven to work. 

    Due to the relatively small amount of 

money spent and some other things, 
Mr. V gave up. He asked Seller for, but 

did not get, a refund. To add insult to 

injury, Seller scolded Mr. V for not 
taking the car and threatened to leave it 

out on the street to collect parking tick-

ets (as if that would somehow hurt Mr. 
V)! Mr. V contacted the Oregon DMV, 

but it was not interested in pushing 

Seller to get a title certificate for Mr. V, 

much less prosecuting Seller for his 
failure to obtain a title. (The fine would 

probably be less than the expense of 

prosecuting.) 
    Mr. V says he would now ask an 

eBay seller for a scan of the title certifi-

cate before bidding.  

    eBay Motors offers a seller only 

three descriptions for the type of title: 

ñclear,ò ñsalvageò and ñother,ò without 

defining any of them in the auctions. 
Try using an ñotherò title to transfer 

title at the California DMV!  

    The term ñclearò title, which appears 

in many eBay Motors auctions, is not 
easily defined and means different 

things to different people. Blackôs Law 

Dictionary defines it as ñgood title; 

marketable title; one free from encum-
brance, obstruction, burden, or limita-

tion.ò Since most people who sell cars 

on eBay are not lawyers, who knows 
what the term means to the typical 

seller when heôs filling in his auction 

listing? ñLegible.ò ñChain of posses-
sion can be traced back three sellers.ò 

ñIôm pretty sure it was never stolen.ò 

Any of these and more could be the 

sellerôs concept of ñclearò title. 
    Can we say that a person who has 

failed to apply for a required title cer-

tificate has a ñclearò title? He has some 
ownership rights which equate with an 

intangible concept of ñtitle,ò but the 

written title, if any, does not show the 
current owner. There is an Excedrin 

headache waiting for a California 

buyer. By now, eBay understands this 

but still does not require much of its 
sellers regarding proof of ownership. 

    eBay Motors uses the term ñclearò 

title when the seller selects it; does not 
require sellers to show a copy of the 

title in the auction; does not indicate 

which states do and do not issue re-

placement titles for antique cars; col-
lects a commission following the sale; 

and if a dispute starts regarding the lack 

of a title certificate, tries to distance 
itself from its Vehicle Purchase Protec-

tion program.  

    eBay Motors is not exactly like a 
newspaper that prints classified ads 

because it collects a commission and 

provides the appearance of safety in the 

transaction with a reimbursement pro-
gram for fraud. The program is oper-

ated by a subcontractor to reduce the 

conflict of interest in paying claims. 
    The Vehicle Purchase Protection 

program ostensibly offers up to 

$50,000 in compensation for certain 
disappointments, including when ñ[a] 

title is required for the vehicle by your 

state and the seller's state but you did 

not receive a title from the seller and it 
is not possible to obtain a title from the 

appropriate DMV.ò (Emphasis added.) 

    Unfortunately, some states have 

ñeBAY FOLLIES,ò continued from page 3. 

Continued on page 7. 
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stopped issuing titles for old cars. When the sellerôs state 
does not require a title, as when it no longer issues a title 

for an old car, then Vehicle Purchase Protection appar-

ently is unavailable for the ñno current titleò situation.  

    Even if the sellerôs state requires a title, as California 
does, the California buyer may need a letter from the Cali-

fornia DMV saying that it is not possible for California to 

issue one under the circumstances. If you can get such a 
letter at all, the deadline for submitting this sort of claim to 

Vehicle Purchase Protection arrives very quickly.  

    You can be sure that few Californians get reimbursed 
under Vehicle Purchase Protection for lack of title when 

they buy old cars. You can also be sure that eBay makes 

lots of money every year on antique vehicle sales. Caveat 

emptor. 

ñeBAY FOLLIES,ò continued from page 6. 

Agua Caliente cars: At top - George Sellersô 1934 La Salle coupe; 

Immediately above - Hal Dueckôs rare 1940 Series 62 coupe; at left 
- Scott Kingôs and Sandy Edelsteinôs 1976 Seville.  

    Letôs have a CLC car show in the Palm Springs 
area! It sounded great. Warm and sunny weather! Now, 

letôs also have the car show at a casino, with entertain-

ment, gambling, great food, shopping, pool & spa and 

plenty to drink. Well, the Board of Directors agreed, so the 
1st Annual Agua Caliente Casino Car Show & Weekend 

Resort event became a reality.    

    The event began Friday evening with dinner and live 
comedy by the incomparable Martin Short. Our orchestra 

seats were the perfect location to enjoy the non-stop show 

of singing, dancing, and laughs.  
    On Saturday over 40 Cadillacôs & LaSalleôs were pre-

sent for the show. Security guards visited us frequently to 

see all the Cadillacôs and LaSalleôs on display. 

    We were joined by five members from the Cadillac 
Kings Inland Empire Car Club who showed us how ñThey 

Roll.ò They entertained us with a demonstration of how 

the air bag systems work to raise and lower their vehicles 
with just a touch of a button. A group of very nice guys.  

    Cocktail hour began at six in a private room with a 

dedicated bar. The banquet was awesome as all enjoyed 
time spent with fellow Cadillac owners. Director Rob Leo-

nard presented trophies to John & Connie DôAgostino for 

their 1937 Cadillac Opera Coupe, Sandy Edelstein & Scott 

King for their 1976 Cadillac Seville, and Wes Hornung for his cus-
tom 1964 Cadillac. Phil & Sandi Terry took Best of Show with 

their 1954 Cadillac Coupe deVille, which also was the long dis-

tance driver, making the trip from Phoenix. 

    The hard luck story belonged to Malcolm & Nancy Royalty. 
Their 1939 Cadillac overheated just a few miles shy of Agua Cali-

ente on their way to the event Friday afternoon. Most people would 

have had their car shipped back home, but Malcolm chose to have 
his put on a Flatbed and brought to Agua Caliente to enjoy the 

weekend.  

    Special guests Klaus Zipp & Michael Degner from Germany at-
tended and at the banquet presented director Rob Leonard with a 

banner from the CLC Director of Germany. Other honored guests 

were San Diego Region webmaster Gary Sisk and Sonoran Desert 

Region director Phil Terry. Iôd like to thank Aguaôs management, 
as well as Craig Chally for his endless work as Events Coordinator, 

and Dan Fisher & Bill Montalvo for their help during the car show. 

Letôs all plan to do this again next March! 

WEEKEND IN AGUA CALIENTE  by Gary Friedman  



Membership Renewal 

 
                                   National 
                                   CLC # ________  Name _______________________  Email ________________________________ 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Regional dues for the Southern California Region are $15 annually ($25 for 2 years) for 

those with email; $30 annually for those wishing to receive the Crest & Wings newsletter in 

hardcopy via U.S. post.  

 
 

Please fill in the below only if they have changed from the information listed for 

you in the current Membership Directory: 
 

Address__________________________________ City/State/Zip_____________________________ 

 

Phone (Residence) (____) _____-______   (Work) (____) _____-______   Cell (____) _____-______  

 

Changes to Cadillacs and La Salles owned:  

 

Add / Delete  Year   Make   Model   Body Style 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

SIGNATURE REQUIRED:  I, the undersigned, realize that my auto(s) must be insured and that I cannot hold the Club 

responsible for accidents or damage in connection with Club activities. I also realize that I cannot hold the Club or its 
Board liable in any way for any disappointments or problems arising out of my doing business with any of the businesses 

listed in the Clubôs Vendors, Mechanics and Crafts Directory. In addition I understand that to be a member of the SoCal 

Club I must also be a member in good standing of the National Cadillac & LaSalle Club. 
 

Signed__________________________________________________ Date______________________ 

T-shirts @ $15 each 

# & Size __________ 

# & Size __________ 

Fender Covers @ $30 

for 1; $50 for 2 

# Blue  _________ 

# Red   _________ 

Club T-shirt(s) and Fender Covers are available. Prices in-

clude shipping. Please indicate the number and size(s) of 

shirts, and the color of fender covers desired. Please send 

your check, payable to ñSoCal CLCò to: 

So Cal CLC 

Box 1722 

Tustin, CA 92781 

Cadillac & LaSalle Club, Inc. 
Southern California Region 

P O Box 1722 

Tustin, CA 92781 

www.caditalk.com 



 
JoHan 1/25th scale kits, unbuilt: 1931 Cadillac V-16 Town Brougham, Sport Phaeton, Cabrio-

let, ea. $20.00; 1964 Cadillac Coupe de Ville orig. issue $100; 1964 Cadillac De Ville Converti-

ble orig. issue $175; 1966 Cadillac Fire Rescue Ambulance orig. issue $ 120. Monogram 1932 

Cadillac V-16 Dual Cowl Phaeton (1/24th) $20. Others, too. Pennsue@earthlink.net. 

 

1964 Front Bumper Complete except lower outer ends. Original California partðno rustð

suitable for driver quality car. $200 OBO. Rob, 310-679-2803. 

 

1976 Eldorado Convertible Over 100k miles, 3d owner. Runs 

well. Metallic blue with white top and fiberglass top boot. 
$10,500 OBO. Mike De Santis (818) 249-7774, cell: (760) 585-

8500. 

 

1979 Sedan De Ville Phaeton Black over copper. Rob, Tel. 
310-679-2803. 

 

1994 Eldorado Touring Coupe, purchased new by me. All 
black with sun roof and factory chrome wheels.  All original 

except fluids, 20k miles. Looks and drives like new. $11,500 or 

best serious offer. Bob Hoffmann, 408-984-8877. 
 

1996 Brougham, 37k miles. Beige with beige leather interior, 

window sticker. Jean, Tel: 310-372-3683.  

 
Wanted: 1941 Cadillac dome light bezel for Series 61, 62, 63 

[67?] sedans. Tom Hall thall@caditalk.com. 

 
Wanted: 1967 Power Antenna. Working. Rob, 310-679-2803. 

 

 

TO PLACE OR RENEW YOUR AD, PLEASE CONTACT THE EDITOR, th@caditalk.com. 
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FENDER COVERS 
 

CLC fender covers provide maximum protection for the fend-
ers of your Pride & Joy. Under the printed vinyl top layer is an 

integral rubber-type underlayment of extra thick padding for 
superior cushioning. Parallel seams above the logo conven-
iently hold loose hardware. Edges are trimmed in heavy-duty 

black welting and stitched in white. 42 inches long by 26 
inches wide. $30; two for $50 postpaid. Satisfaction 100% 
guaranteed. Please specify red or dark blue and include your 
name, address and phone number when ordering. 

 

SOCAL CLC 
c/o Linda Leonard 

5016 West 131st St. 
Hawthorne, CA 90250 -5021 

 

$30 
 

TWO FOR 
 

$50 

 

 


