
www. clcsocal.com  

Southern California Region of  
Cadillac & LaSalle Club, Inc.  

 

May -June 2011  
CREST 

& 

WINGS  

SOCAL REGION CELEBRATES ITS FIFTIETH YEAR. 

Continued on page 4. 



Rob Leonard (Linda) 
President/Bookkeeper 
5016 West 131st St. 
Hawthorne, CA 90250 
310-679-2803 
rl@clcsocal.com 

 
Calvin Jones (Beverly) 
Vice-President 
323-293-4939 
cj@clcsocal.com 

 
Julian Cangelosi (Mary) 
Secretary/Business Manager 
14401 Galy St. 
Tustin, CA 92780 
714-832-9832 
jc@clcsocal.com 

 
 

Craig Chally 
Event Coordinator/Membership 

1644 Meadowglen Ct. 
Newbury Park, CA 91320 
805-498-1544 
cc@clcsocal.com 
 
 

Gary Friedman (Kelly) 
Treasurer/Webmaster 
webmaster@clcsocal.com 
 
Dave Ventresca 
Historian/Archivist 
dv@clcsocal.com 

 
Tom Hall (Paul Sammon) 
Editor 
2545 Golden Avenue 
Long Beach, CA 90806-2822 
562-424-8059 
th@clcsocal.com 

Omar Prioleau 
Member-at-Large 
op@clccsocal.com 
 
Betsy and Jay Davenport 
Members-at-Large 
bd@clcsocal.com 
jd@clcsoccal.com 
 
Linda Leonard (Rob) 
Merchandise Manager 
ll@clcsocal.com 

 
Fred Bausch (Penny) 
Western Regional VP 
806 El Camino 
San Carlos, CA 94070 
650-592-9159 
 

ά¢ƻƴƴŜŀǳ ǳǎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƭƻǾŜ ǳǎΦέ 

COMING EVENTS 
July 17  

 

August 7  

August 10 -14  

August 19  

September 3  

September 18  

October 7, 8, 9  

November 13  

All -GM Meet,  Woodley Park in Van Nuys. Info @ www.buickclub.org/losangeles/ 

Day-of-show registrations welcome! 

SoCal Regional National , Rubyôs in Redondo Beach. Flyer enclosed. 

Grand National, Columbus, Ohio. Details at www.centralohioregionclc.org 

Escondido Cruise Night, Escondido. San Diego Region CLC co-hosting 

Joint Meet with Unique Cadillac Club, Silver Star Cadillac in Thousand Oaks. Flyer enclosed 

San Diego Regional National , Ventura Cove  

North -South Meet,  The Inn at Morro Bay. Details to follow.  

50th Anniversary Celebration of the 1962 Cadillac at Penske Cadillac in Torrance 
 
 
Please go to www.clcsocal.com for up-to-the-minute SoCal Region CLC event info 
For other car events see: www.socalcarculture.com  
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The Unique Cadillac Club is a socially-oriented club that brings together Cadillac 

enthusiasts to encourage the preservation, restoration, and enjoyment of these 

beautiful vehicles. The club features 1902-1979 Cadillacs and meets the first Wednes-

day of each month from 6 to 8 p.m. at the Automobile Driving Museum located at 

610 Lairport Ave. in El Segundo. For additional information, please contact Calvin 

Jones at 310-213-9413. 
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The Crest & Wings is the newsletter of Southern California Region of Cadillac & LaSalle 
Club, Inc. It is published six times a year. Please contact the editor for advertising infor-
mation and rates. Deadline for submissions is 20 days after mailing of this issue. For 
membership information, please contact Craig Chally, above. 
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Effective the First of April, our national CLC website is under new management, allowing our stalwart and long-time webmaster, Jeff Han-

sen, to semi-retire from the day-to-day operations, but stay on as a consultant to our newly hired CLC webmaster, Peter Gariepy. Jeff Han-

sen started and built the CLC web site into the wonderful and vital thing that it is today. We each need to take the time to thank Jeff for all 

his devotion over the years and introduce ourselves to his replacement, Peter Gariepy, and support him every way we can. 

 

Please visit our newly reconstructed CLC web site and look it over: www.cadillaclasalleclub.org.  If you find things during navigation that 

you are uncomfortable with, or think might benefit from improvements, let me know. This is the CLC website, our website, and Peter 

wants to make it as friendly and easy to use as possibleé. 

 

Fred Bausch, Western Regions Vice President 

The Rob Report 
    The SoCal Region 50th Anniversary Party was a great success with 

more than 100 people and dozens of Cadillacs in attendance. It was not 

an official ñbring your Cadillacò event, but many of us did anyway ï 

Bravo!  Our thanks go out to Gary Severns for the use of his fabulous 

facility where all visited and dined in the middle of his fine automobile 

collection. 

    The response to my request for new board members was fantastic.  I 

had so many volunteer that I could only accept offers from those that 

have helped out at past CLC events. Thanks to all that came forward. 

We will remember your willingness to help and most likely ask for it 

again in the future. I am pleased to announce our three new board 

members: Omar Prioleau, Betsy Davenport, and Jay Davenport.  Omar 

is an accomplished public servant at the very top of the LA County 

power structure. He knows how to get things done. The Davenports ran 

the Trike-Club (custom built three-wheeled motorcycles) for many 

years.  They are proven professionals. All three are great additions to 

the clubôs leadership group. 

    Hosting a booth promoting the CLC at the Orange County Barrett-

Jackson auction was quite an experience.  My thanks to all those that 

sat shifts in the CLC booth over the three days of the auction. 

    The All GM meet is almost upon us.  The registration deadline is 

July 9 ï the form is in this newsletter. The show is the weekend of the 

already infamous I-405 closure at the Sepulveda pass. I recommend 

anyone coming from the L.A. basin or farther south travel through 

downtown L.A. If youôve got a convertible, the experience driving 

through the skyscrapers early on a summer Sunday morning is worth 

the extra miles. As for driving home, I suggest going even farther east 

before heading south. I personally plan to drive to I-605 before heading 

to the South Bay. 

    In August the Davenports plan to drive their ô61 Sedan de Ville to 

the Grand National in Columbus, OH. Iôll be there but will fly rather 

than drive. Call me if youôll be there so that we all might meet for din-

ner one night.  My cell is 310-528-6549. 

    Our Regional National at Rubyôs on the water in Redondo Beach is 

August 7. Please bring-out your fine Cadillac or LaSalle for all to ad-

mire. I forecast a cool ocean breeze and many fine people with fine 

cars to mingle among. The event flyer is enclosed. 

    Plans to hold the 48th Annual North-South meet at the Kon Tiki Inn 

in Pismo Beach fell through thanks to a last minute three-night mini-

mum stay imposed by the inn. I apologize to those that called the Kon 

Tiki for reservations as suggested in the March-April Crest & Wings.  

    The North-South will take place at the Inn at Morro Bay located on 

the water in Morro Bay.  The dates remain October 8-10.  Final ar-

rangements are in the works! 

      Rob  

POLO SHIRTS 
The new SoCal CLC Polos are in! Available in RED or 

BLACK, in both MENôs and WOMENôs cuts.   $35 each, post-

age paid. Please specify SIZE and COLOR, and include your 

name, address, and phone number when ordering. 
 

SOCAL CLC 
c/o Linda Leonard 

5016 West 131st St. 
Hawthorne, CA 90250 -5021 

BASEBALL 
CAPS 

 

The new SoCal CLC Caps are 

in! BLACK onlyðone size 

fits all. $25 each, postage 

paid. Please include your 

name, address and phone 

number when ordering. 
 

SOCAL CLC 
c/o Linda Leonard 

5016 West 131st St. 
Hawthorne, CA 90250 -5021 

NATIONAL CLC REVISES WEB SITE  
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OBSCURE CARS OF YESTERYEAR 
The obscure car in the April Fools issue is a 

òcontrivance conveyanceó that resembles a car of 

the brass era, except for its size. Called a ò1915 

Van Blerck,ó it is a one- off cobbled together in 

2008 out of unrelated and custom - fabricated 

parts by Gary Wales. It is over 17 feet long and 

7 feet tall! The 6- cylinder engine displaces over 

900 cubic inches! (The Cadillac V - 16 is half that.) 

Honorable mention to Robert Ratinoff, who was 

close regarding the name. Please see page 5 for a 

new obscure car.  

The 1956 Eldorado Brougham Town Car was 

one of the few cars not to reach its reserve 

at Amelia Island in March. RM Auctions re-

ceived a bid of $460,000 for it, however.  

SEEKING MATERIALS  

ABOUT OUR HISTORY AS  

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA REGION 

TURNS 50.  

Jeff Kay, son of long-time member Ernie Kay, recently an-

nounced his donation of a treasure trove of memorabilia to So-

Cal Region. His generous gift includes photos from his fatherôs 

estate showing SoCal Region events and members, as well as 

Self-Starters from the late 1960s.   
 

Your SoCal Region memorabilia and reminiscences are of 

value. Who will be next to donate or write? Please contact our 

historian, Dave Ventresca, dv@clcsocal.com or the editor, Tom 

Hall, th@clcsocal.com.  

ñHas it really been that long?ò 

Yes, but it doesnôt seem possible. 

    Hollis Weihe (pronounced ñWhy?) 

would be very pleased to see what his 

efforts led to. He gets the credit for 

starting Region 13, which was the origi-

nal name of the Southern California Re-

gion. He brought together some not-so-

old Cadillacs and their owners in 1961 

by word of mouth and his own direct 

mail campaign. The CLC granted re-

gional status soon afterwards. Hollis 

probably did not foresee that the CLC 

would grow to over 7,000, or that Re-

gion 13 would eventually host events 

with more than 100 antique Cadillacs.  

    Gary and Maragarita Severns were 

kind enough to host our 50th anniver-

sary celebration at their car collection 

on May 1. It is a remarkable collection 

Margarita and Gary Severns hosted our 50th anniversary party  

on May 1, 2011. 
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OBSCURE CARS OF YESTERYEAR 
 

What kind of car is it? Hints: òBritish, postwar.ó   
 

The first member who correctly identifies the year 

(give or take two years) make and model wins a 

free CLC windshield decal, or a small or medium size 

SoCal Region T-shirt. Send your answer at once to 

th@clcsocal.com .  

The CLC Museum and Research Center will 

build its museum on the 90-acre complex at the 

Gilmore Car Museum near Kalamazoo, Michi-

gan. Check out the great tour video on YouTube: 

http://www.youtube.com/user/angelle166?

feature=mhum#p/a/u/1/MGK_UTp_-7k. Youôll 

see that this is a paradise for antique car people! 
 

Donations to build the new museum building are 

greatly needed and appreciated. P.O. Box 

252796, West Bloomfield, MI 48325. 

 

Drag Races of the Rich and Famous  
 

A highly modified Cadillac CTS -V wagon noses out a 
Nissan GT -R and a Porsche 997TT at http://

carscoop.blogspot.com/2011/03/video -hennesseys -
cadillac -cts -v-sport.html  

focusing on Packards. One is a unique Brewster-

bodied town car. There are other top American 

classics, such as Auburn, Marmon and Cadillac, 

as well as notable sports and touring cars.  

    The walls around the Severns collection are 

covered with a marvelous array of automotive 

decorations. The bathroom door has been camou-

flaged as if part of a stage set. 

    A string quartet provided just the right ambi-

ance for a golden anniversary. An experienced 

member called this one of our best events ever.  

    Homage was paid to each of our previous lead-

ers. I wonder what each would have said about 

the progress we have made.  

    Weôve seen some changes in 50 years: We 

have more money; we have more postwar cars; 

we have a more diverse and interesting member-

ship. We have fewer places to go for quality res-

toration work but more reproduction parts. We 

seldom have a swap meet. Gasoline is $4.00 per 

gallon. We have to be a little more careful about 

our privacy. But I think we probably have as 

much fun as we always have. 

Fiftieth Anniversary, continued from page 4. 

Our second leader, Paul Schinnerer, and his wife, Mary, attended with their 

daughter. At right, Shari Ten Eyck is one of at least two female car collectors 
now active in SoCal Region. Such was unheard of in the 1960s. 
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Long-time member and restoration parts manufacturer Penn Lenson listens to plans for the future. We finally meet Dave Ventre-

scaôs family. Somehow, we have usually been blessed with enough helpers for our events.  

Calvin Jones helped arrange the event and awarded certificates of appreciation. The Ernie Kay scrapbooks donated by son Jeff 

were on display and are a treasure trove of provenance information about pre -war Cadillacs and La Salles all over the country. 
Linda Leonard served cake. Michiganders Mary and Leo Beralia (upper right) joined us for the day. Leo was trained in machining 

by a man on the Parnelli Jones team. We have forgiven former members Borje and Mary Forslund for defecting to Chrysler col-
lectibles. We still interrupt members for photos while they are eating! Below right, Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Collins.  

             Don Zig, Joe Anderson and Carmen Zig                                  Martha Chapman, James and Marilynn Wilson  
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Fiftieth Anniversary, continued from page 6. 
PLEASE KEEP YOUR REGIONAL AND NATIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 

CURRENT TO PARTICIPATE IN GREAT EVENTS LIKE THESE.  

Jim Davidson, Jerry Case and Michael Stull.                         The perfect garage has a few old Cadillacs and some Mozart. 

Ayonna Taylor 

(left) and Brandon 
Smith (middle) 

with New Member 
at Large Omar 

Prioleau (right).  


