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PENSKE SHOW 

NOVEMBER 8 
FLYER WITHIN 

The oldest car of the day was this 8-
cylinder 1931 town sedan. Unfortu-
nately, it didnôt stay long.  

Below, this 1958 Eldorado Brougham was one 
of several First in Class cars at our national 
meet. All cups present and accounted for. 

WINGS 

Continued on page 4. 

ñHoney, I shrank the Elvis imper-
sonator!ò 

    Southern California Region 
held its annual show and competi-

tion (its ñnationalò show, a term 

dating from around 1973, when 

there was no Grand National) on 
Sunday, July 26. Attendance was 

down somewhat from previous 

years, but that was to be expected, 
due to the weak economy and the 

Grand National having been held 

within a dayôs drive only a month 
earlier. 

    The Elvis impersonator from 

the Grand National made an ap-

pearance inside the trunk of 
Nancy and Robert Ratinoffôs 1956 

Coupe de Ville, albeit on a  

smaller scale than at the Grand 
National. 

    One of the highlights of the day 

was lunch at nearby Rubyôs. Their 
mocha shake was outstanding and 

some brand new staff there made 

me recall what it is to have a first 

day on the job with minimal train-
ing. 

    Peer judging was used to select 

the prize winners. This system is 
quicker and does not require the  
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FENDER 

COVERS 
CLC fender covers provide maximum 
protection for the fenders of your Pride 
& Joy. Under the printed vinyl top 

layer is an integral rubber-type under-
layment of extra thick padding for su-
perior cushioning. Parallel seams above 

the logo conveniently hold loose hard-
ware. Edges are trimmed in heavy-duty 
black welting and stitched in white. 42 
inches long by 26 inches wide. $30; 

two for $50 postpaid. Satisfaction 
100% guaranteed. Please specify red or 
dark blue and include your name, ad-
dress and phone number when order-
ing. 
 

SOCAL CLC 
c/o Linda Leonard 

5016 West 131st St. 
Hawthorne, CA 90250 -5021 

The Unique Cadillac Club is a socially-oriented club that 

brings together Cadillac enthusiasts to encourage the preserva-

tion, restoration, and enjoyment of these beautiful vehicles. 

The club features 1902 - 1979 Cadillacs. Meetings are on the 

first Wednesday of every month (Oct. 7, Nov. 4 ), Gateway 

Plaza, Compton from 6:30 pm. For additional information 

contact James Wilson at 310-323-0318, Calvin at 310-213-

9413, or Tony at 213-703-3291.  

The Crest & Wings is the newsletter of the Southern Cali-
fornia Region of the Cadillac & LaSalle Club, Inc. It is 

published six times a year. Please contact the editor for 

advertising information, rates and deadlines. For member-
ship information, please contact Julian Cangelosi, above. 

THE DEADLINE FOR NEXT  
ISSUE IS OCTOBER 31, 2009. 

 
Golden Anniversary Gala for the 1960 Cadillac at Penske Cadillac in Torrance - Flyer on final page 

Lakewood Country Club Brunch in Lakewood. Mark your calendar 

SoCal CLC Desert Car Show Weekend at the Agua Caliente Hotel/Resort in Rancho Mirage  
Grand National in Overland Park, Kansas 

 
 

Please go to www.caditalk.com for up-to-the-minute SoCal Region CLC event info.  

 

For car events throughout Southern California see: www.socalcarculture.com. 

 

November 8 (Sun.) 

February 14, 2010 

March  12-14, 2010 

July 14-17, 2010 

 

Membership in the Cadillac & La Salle Club, Inc. is required for participation in regional activities.  
Please keep your national membership current.  
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    In every economic downturn comes 

opportunity. Iôve found that this is a great 

time to upgrade your car collection. 

Prices for many collector cars built in the 

1960s and 1970s are down by about a 

third from two years ago. While this 

makes the value of our individual holdings lower, it makes for a 

great opportunity to trade up. 

    The math works like this: Letôs say you own a 1965 Cadillac 

CDV but always wanted the convertible. A quality 1965 Cadillac 

convertible went for $18,000 a couple of years ago. Now you 

can find quality examples of these cars with an asking price of 

$15,000. Iôve found that there is a lot more flexibility in asking 

prices these days. Offer $12,000 ï cash.  The seller may not take 

your offer right away, but I bet youôll get a call and make the 

deal. 

    Now, your 1965 CDV might have been worth $9,000 two 

years ago but you can get only $6,000 for it today. Thatôs okay 

because youôve saved $6,000 on the convertible so itôs no prob-

lem settling for $3,000 less for the coupe. 

    I recently bought a nice driver quality 1967 Cadillac converti-

ble. The seller took my low-ball offer on the spot when I men-

tioned that I had cash. If you want to upgrade, donôt let this op-

portunity slip-away! 

     

    The 3rd annual Penske Show showcasing the 1960 Cadillac 

will be hosted by Penske Cadillac in Torrance on November 8th. 

This year a full lunch will be provided.   

    I hope to see you this weekend at the North-South meet in 

Visalia! 
            Rob Leonard 
 

 

Get your SoCal Region CLC  
T-shirt!  

The Rob Report 

    As of April 2009, AAA no longer allows the addition of vehi-

cles not parked in a garage to existing collector car insurance poli-

cies. ñUngaragedò collector cars covered by AAA policies prior 

to April are grandfathered in under the old rules and therefore can 

remain on existing collector car policies for the time being. As 

justification for this change in coverage, AAA cited high vandal-

ism and theft losses of cars stored outdoors.  

                                                                    Rob Leonard 

AUTOMOBILE CLUB OF SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA CHANGES INSURANCE 
COVERAGE FOR OUTDOOR STORAGE 

Available in S, M, L, XL, & XXL. White 
only. To order, send your check for $15 
per shirt ð with ñT-shirtò & size written in 
the lower left corner ð to: 

 

SoCal CLC 
c/o Linda Leonard 

5016 West 131st St. 
Hawthorne, CA 90250-5021 

    The director of host Missouri Valley Re-
gion warns, ñIn only one month since our 
launch, we have already sold over half of our 
block of rooms! Please encourage your 
membership to visit our website at http://
www.kcgn2010.com to reserve their room 
asap especially if they want a king-size bed. 
These rooms are going fast! They may also 
call the Doubletree Hotel direct at: 913-451-

6100 or toll free at 800-222-8733.ò 

PENSKE CADILLAC SHOW NOVEMBER 8 
FLYER WITHIN 
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2010 GRAND NATIONAL 
ROOMS GOING QUICKLY! 

http://www.kcgn2010.com/
http://www.kcgn2010.com/


SoCal Regional National, continued from cover. 

exhibitor to wait around the 
car for the judges to arrive 

and do their thing. We often 

arrive at approximately the 

same first-place results as we 
would have had with judging 

teams and the Grand National 

score sheet. 
    Carmen and Don Zig 

seemed to be the most suc-

cessful of all the ticket hold-
ers in the raffle. 

    There was 

some excellent 

work under the 
hood of Jerry 

Johnsonôs green 

ô39 La Salle 
sedan, which is 

a restoration in 

progress. 
    Jack Heacock 

brought his un-

usual 1961 four-

window Sedan 
de Ville up 

from the San 

Diego Region. 
    David Ven-

tresca shared 

his 1953 Eldo-

rado with us. 
   There was a 

good assort-

ment of early 
1960s Cadil-

lacs, including 

a trio of 1964 
cars that made 

it seem as if 

we were on a 

C a d i l l a c 
dealerôs lot 

looking for  a 

new 1964 De 
Ville.  

    Car arrange-

ment was the 
work of Craig 

Chally, who 

served as reg-

istrar,  

Bill and Cecily Burtonôs 1936 Series 80 (V-12) 
convertible coupe won Best of Show.  

Having carefully tabulated the votes for the 
awards, Bill Montalvo now starts his 2009 tax 
returns, piggy bank at hand. Others clip bond 
coupons ð or maybe raffle tickets ð at our 
events (below). Much better to watch cars and 
people outdoors than TV indoors (bottom). AWARDS 

BEST OF SHOW 

1936 Cadillac Series 80, Bill & Cecily Burton 
 

CLASS 1 

1st - 1947 Series 62 coupe, Glen & Shelly Shelton  

2nd - 1941 Series 62 convert. coupe, John Altamura 
 

CLASS 2 

1st - 1958 Eldorado Brougham, John Campbell 

2nd - 1954 Series 62 convertible, Calvin Jones 
 

CLASS 3 

1st - 1959 Series 62 convertible, Mike Baker 

2nd - 1960 Series 62 coupe, James Wilson 
 

CLASS 4 

1st - 1970 De Ville convertible, Tony & Lyn Hiller 

2nd - 1978 Eldorado Biarritz, Patrick Halvorsen 
 

CLASS 5 

1st - 1999 De Ville dElegance, Bill & Cecily Burton 

2nd - 1993 Sedan de Ville, Joe Cimmino 

Continued on page 6. 
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Above, John Altamura with Award.  
Below, Glen and Shelly Shelton with Award. 



    Tony Hiller, aka ñMr. Cadillac,ò a 
senior member of the Southern Califor-

nia Region of the Cadillac & LaSalle 

Club, became a member in 1983. A 
devoted Cadillac enthusiast, Tony is 

well known in Cadillac circles on an 

interstate basis. 
    Tony has owned at least 30 Cadillacs 

and currently has an even dozen in-

cluding a very rare 1958 Fleetwood 75 

limousine. 
    Through his extensive network of 

Cadillac contacts throughout the South-

land, Tonyôs ñradarò detected a faint 
blip about a 1958 

Cadillac, model 

unknown, sitting 
adjacent to an El 

Segundo ware-

house for more 

than five years 
c i r c a  2 0 0 4 . 

Though just a ru-

mor, Tony imme-
diately pursued 

the lead and 

started talking to people in the 

area about such a vehicle and its 
possible whereabouts. Through a 

Rolls-Royce collecting friend, 

Tony got onto the trail. 
    With the location described by 

no more than occasional land-

marks, Tony discovered the car 
in a very sedentary condition. 

Upon arrival he was confronted 

with a 1958 Fleetwood 75 limou-

sine with division glass, immo-
bile on four flat tires, in partial 

primer, with the remnants of 

what was an original interior almost 
deceased. The original Cadillac motor, 

a 365 cubic inch V8, and factory air 

conditioning sat under a dirt laden 
hood. With minimal encouragement 

and to Tonyôs delight, the motor started 

right up. 

    At this time, Tony and the owner of 

the Cadillac commenced negotiations 
but there was a significant break com-

prised of a tour of the sellerôs ware-

house and automobile collection, in-

cluding but not limited to Rolls-
Royces, Bentleys, musical instruments 

and automobilia. Some five hours later, 

Tony struck a deal necessitating a 
phone call for a flatbed tow truck. 

Within the same hour, the flatbed ar-

rived and away went the Fleetwood to 
the facility where Tony houses his col-

lection. 

    There, on the following Monday 

work began when Tony disassembled 
the front clip and air conditioning and 

removed the upholstery to be trans-

ported to Santyôs Upholstery, Haw-
thorne. Then, the body 

and chassis went to 

Leonôs Body Shop, 
Los Angeles, for 

chrome removal, mi-

nor rust removal, 

primer and paint. The 
chrome plating was 

performed at Supreme 

Chrome, Inglewood. 
    The reassembly 

process began immediately upon return 
of the body and chassis with the uphol-

stery ready and waiting for installation. 

Fortunately, this was a low mileage 
personal limousine formerly owned by 

a prominent California attorney with a 

substantial Italian business clientele. 

The brake system, hoses, and electrical 

system were rebuilt/replaced, all fluids 
and filters were changed, the motor 

was tuned and the transmission ser-

viced to be ready for its maiden voyage 

and début at the CLC Lakewood Coun-
try Club, February 2005. 

    With great excitement and enthusi-

asm, the Southern California Region 
CLC featured the 1958 Fleetwood 75 

Series, awarding it the prestigious Best 

of Show Award and displaying it on 
the succeeding Crest and Wings Maga-

zine cover. 

    Since that time, the ô58 Fleetwood 

75 has appeared in ñThe Mad Menò 
television series and attended many 

weddings, proms, bar mitzvahs and 

quinceañeras. It has been displayed on 
cable TV on the vintage vehicle broad-

cast across the USA and featured at the 

Los Angeles Concours dôEleganceÈ, 
including being featured in the con-

cours video. 

   By coincidence, at the concours one 

of the judges was Mr. Craig Carr, the 
seller of the ô58 Fleetwood 75. This 

was the first time he had seen the auto-

mobile since the sale in 2004.  Amazed 
and overwhelmed by the beautiful and 

detailed restoration completed by Tony 

Hiller in an exquisite metallic silver 

with gray broadcloth coach interior and 
buffalo hide leather chauffeurôs seat, 

Mr. Carr immediately offered to pur-

chase the car or trade it for a Rolls-
Royce.   

    Needless to say, the current owner 

has yet to part with his finned treasure. 
    Included in the restoration beyond 

the dazzling chrome and brilliant me-

tallic silver paint with clear coat, are 

five chrome Sabre wheels, a ceiling 
fold-down TV and surround sound ste-

reo. The ô58 Fleetwood 75 Series is 

among the other special Cadillacs Tony 
has on duty at ñTLH Classic Car Rent-

alsò and can be seen at: 

www.cadillactony53@aol.com, Tony 
Hiller on Facebook or emailing: 

lynn@myarbonne.com. You can reach 

Tony at 213-703-3291.  

SILVER FINS  
 

Text by Robert Robin 

Photos via Calvin Jones 
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Continued on page 6. 

mailto:Рwww.cadillactony53@aol.comП,
mailto:lynn@myarbonne.com.


    Tonyôs cars have won over 300 awards. He has an exqui-
site collection of rare Cadillacs that has been featured in 

movies, TV shows, commercials and music videos. It in-

cludes a 1958 Eldorado Biarritz that, at the request of Gen-

eral Motors, paraded Willie Mays around the AT&T Sta-
dium, San Francisco, at the 2007 All-Star Game. (See the 

Self-Starter for March 2008.)  

Silver Fins, continued from page 5. 

display manager and assistant emcee for the awards cere-
mony. 

    Our thanks to the regional board, Rubyôs and the mem-

bers who brought their cars out.  
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SoCal Regional National, continued from page 4. 

Obscure Car from last issue: Jeff Paley was first to cor-

rectly identify this car as a 1952 Alvis. Itôs a drophead 

(convertible). The year is difficult to guess due to the 

pre-WWII styling. Honorable mentions to Penn Lenson, 

John Strawway and Steve Stewart.      See page 7 for a 

new mystery car. 

 

 
Thomas E. Kent  

Attorney at Law  
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 LEE & KENT                                             
 915 WILSHIRE BLVD., SUITE 2050               TEL: 213-380-2828 
 LOS ANGELES, CA 90017-3494                    tkent@leekent.com 

 
YOUR BUSINESS CARD 

COULD BE HERE. 

CONTACT THE EDITOR, 

TH@CADITALK.COM.  


