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NORTH-SOUTH MEET 2009   
Text and photos by Charles Thompson 

Continued on page 4. 

The 46th North-South Meet was 
held October 2-4 in Visalia at the 

beautiful Lamp Liter Inn. Along 

with the traditional hospitality 
room and Saturday night banquet, 

club members were treated to a 

four-part tour arranged by Mr. 

Richard Manley, a longtime Na-
tional CLC member and Visalia 

resident. 

    Part I of the tour was a visit to 
Vic Groahôs garage, where Vic 

and his son restore and maintain a 

bevy of antique autos. They are 
also building a replica of a vintage 

wooden aircraft, the ñPete-n-Pull.ò 

After looking at the delicate little 

plane, I came home and Googled 
ñPete-n-Pullò but to no avail. I 

did, however, find a ñPietenpol 

Air Camper,ò which was powered 
by a modified Ford Model A en-

gine. Could this be whatôs being 

built in a garage way out in a field 
in Visalia? [Editorôs note: Yes, 

none other than that 1933-vintage 

plane.] 

    Part II of the tour was the Tu-
lare Agricultural Center Heritage 

Museum ï a tractor museum. For-

tunately for me, I learned a long 
time ago that some tours might 

sound mundane, but I have found 

such tours to be surprisingly fun 

and informative! This was exactly 

one of those. There were about 50 
old tractors and displays about 

farming and daily operations. 

Visalia lies at the heart of the San 
Joaquin Valley and is the single 

most productive farming area in 

the United States! If only these old 

tractors could tell about the hard-
working, inventive farmers who 

replaced dozens of mules with a 

single tractor. Some of these were 
so big, you found yourself trying 

to figure out how they got up into 

the driverôs seat (actually some-
times nothing more than a wooden 

bench). So massive, so heavyé 

They left you scratching your 

head and in doubt that they could 
ever actually move in a dirt field. 

Things have gotten better though. 

They had a mock-up of a modern 
tractor cab, one that was fully en-

closed, air conditioned, with a seat  

LAKEWOOD COUNTRY CLUB 
BRUNCH FEBRUARY 14 

 

FLYER WITHIN 

Dan and Kitty Fisher at the tractor 
museum. 

PENSKE CADILLAC, SOCAL RE-
GION AND UNIQUE CADILLAC 

CLUB CELEBRATE THE 1960 
CADILLAC 

It was a dark and stormy nighté. No? Sorry, 
wrong event. Letôs start again. 

    It was a bright sunny day, with three yellow 

Cadillacs (a 1953 Eldorado, a 1956 Series 62 
convertible and a 1977 Coupe de Ville) parked 

at one corner of Penske Cadillac-Hummer in 

Torrance while our display was being built.  

    The entire service department and front 
parking lot were emptied for our cars, thanks to 

the generosity of the Penske dealership. 

    As if it were announcement time for the new 
1960 Cadillac, we lined up eight excellent ex-

amples of 1960 Cadillacs in the service aisle. 

(Yes, new cars were displayed in the service  

Continued on page 5. 
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FENDER COVERS 
 

CLC fender covers provide maximum 

protection for the fenders of your Pride 
& Joy. Under the printed vinyl top 
layer is an integral rubber-type under-
layment of extra thick padding for su-
perior cushioning. Parallel seams above 
the logo conveniently hold loose hard-

ware. Edges are trimmed in heavy-duty 

black welting and stitched in white. 42 
inches long by 26 inches wide. $30; 
two for $50 postpaid. Satisfaction 
100% guaranteed. Please specify red or 
dark blue and include your name, ad-
dress and phone number when order-

ing. 
 

SOCAL CLC 
c/o Linda Leonard 

5016 West 131st St. 
Hawthorne, CA 90250 -5021 

COMING EVENTS 

 
 Lakewood Country Club Brunch in Lakewood. Mark your calendar. 

 Weekend Getaway, Agua Caliente Casino and Resort. Donôt miss it or youôll be in hot water! 

 Grand National in Overland Park, Kansas 

 
 

 Please go to www.caditalk.com for up-to-the-minute SoCal Region CLC event info.  

 For other car events see: www.socalcarculture.com. 

 

February 14, 2010 

March 12-14, 2010 

July 14-17, 2010 

The Crest & Wings is the newsletter of the Southern Cali-
fornia Region of the Cadillac & LaSalle Club, Inc. It is 

published six times a year. Please contact the editor for 

advertising information, rates and deadlines. For member-
ship information, please contact Julian Cangelosi, above. 

THE DEADLINE FOR NEXT  
ISSUE IS JANUARY 4, 2010. 

The Unique Cadillac Club is a socially-oriented club that 

brings together Cadillac enthusiasts to encourage the preserva-

tion, restoration, and enjoyment of these beautiful vehicles. 

The club features 1902 - 1979 Cadillacs. Next meeting is De-

cember 12 at Dave Simon's museum 15700 Broadway 

Gardena, CA from Noon to 2:30 pm. For additional informa-

tion contact James Wilson at 310-323-0318, Calvin at 310-213-

9413, or Tony at 213-703-3291. No meetings 1st quarter 2010. 
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Membership in the Cadillac & La Salle Club, Inc. is required for participation in regional activities.  
Please keep your national membership current.  



    The question I most often get from members (and 
non-members) is where to find quality service for 

oneôs classic Cadillac or LaSalle. Answering this 

question is always difficult. First off, we are all so 
spread out that a vendor thatôs convenient for me will not be so for 

someone in the Valley or O.C.  The to-and-fro driving time, along with 

getting a ride back from the shop and then to the shop to pick-up your 

Cadillac, is simply too inconvenient. However, for those that do live in 
the South Bay area where I am, Iôve managed to build up a few reli-

able service folks that I am willing to share. 

    For tough diagnoses and general repairs I canôt do or donôt want to 
attempt myself I use Reed at Dick Wagner Dyno Service in Lawndale. 

Reed is a straight shooter and he and his son can diagnose any prob-

lem. They work on lots of cars from the ô40s up through modern iron. 
The shop is located on Redondo Beach Boulevard just SW of the 405. 

Their phone is 310-542-8831. A word of caution: He is quite expen-

sive. 

    In the area of upholstery work I recommend Santiago at Santyôs Up-
holstery in Hawthorne. Iôve used him for work on a dozen cars over 

the past 10 years and have always been completely satisfied. Other 

club members use him as well, including ñCadillac Tony.ò Santyôs 
prices are fair; his work is outstanding. Tel: 310-644-3077. 

    For those with late model Cadillacs (late ô80s through ô00s), I have 

heard that Tipôs Cadillac in Torrance is quite good. They have invested 
in the modern diagnostic tools needed for the newer cars. Theyôre not 

cheap, but are less expensive than Cadillac dealer service. Their phone 

numbers are (310) 320-1052; (310) 245-7879 cell. 

    One word of caution regarding these service providers: Anyone can 
have a bad experience. A friend in the club recommended a brake and 

front end guy to me that I patronized to the tune of $2,200 and the 

work was a disaster even after going back a number of times. So, I 
cannot guarantee that any of the above vendors will do right by you.  

All I can say is that thus far they have done right by meé 

    After a fantastic show at Penske Cadillac we look forward to two 

great events early in the New Year. The annual show and luncheon at 
the Lakewood Country Club is February 8th. This 30-year tradition 

always brings out the finest cars ï you donôt want to miss it!  Follow-

ing that will be our first ever winter overnighter at the Agua Caliente 
Resort in Rancho Mirage. Our webmaster, Gary Friedman, is pulling 

out all the stops to make this the finest car show weekend in the SoCal 

Regionôs history. Join us in the desert for an unforgettable event. Fly-
ers for both events are the final pages of this newsletter. Sign up now! 

    

                                                           Rob Leonard 

Get your SoCal Region CLC  
T-shirt!  

The Rob Report 

The San Diego Region of the CLC had their Na-
tional Show on a beautiful clear blue-sky mid-

September day. The cars were parked on the 

lawn, adjacent to San Diego Harbor at Ventura 
Cove. The weather was perfect and the west 

coast style barbeque was excellent. Some 40 

classic Cadillacs and La Salles were on display 

spanning the 1930s through the 2000s. 
    Two pairs of cars, from very different eras in 

our nationôs history, caught my interest. From the 

1938 model year was a pair of 60 Specials. That 
was a year of change for Cadillac, and a year of 

high anxiety for the entire world. The stunning 

new 60 Special model was the first complete car 
styled by Bill Mitchell. Cadillac ended produc-

tion of its legendary V-16 power plant in 1937 

and replaced it with a much simplified, lighter, 

and just as powerful L-head V-16. The world was 
still struggling with the Great Depression and all 

eyes were on Nazi Germany. The two 1938 60 

Specials on display belong to Nick Fintzelberg 
and Bud Hartwell. 

Available in S, M, L, XL, & XXL. White 
only. To order, send your check for $15 
per shirt ð with ñT-shirtò & size written in 
the lower left corner ð to: 

 

SoCal CLC 
c/o Linda Leonard 

5016 West 131st St. 
Hawthorne, CA 90250-5021 

 

2010 GRAND NATIONAL ROOMS GOING, GOINGé. 
 

Call the Doubletree Hotel direct at: 913-451-6100 or toll free at 
800-222-8733. 

SAN DIEGO REGION NATIONAL 
Text and Photos by Rob Leonard 

Continued on page 7. 
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North-South Meet 2009, continued from cover. 

that looked like it came from a Por-
sche. 

    Part III was lunch at the Black Bear 

Restaurant. Good food, nice people. 
    Part IV of the tour also held a huge 

surprise for all of us. We drove out to 

the home and walnut groves of George 

and Annabelle Pope. We walked 
around in Georgeôs 

garage, which con-

tains about a dozen 
cars ranging from 

Model A Fords to a 

1953 Rolls Royce. 
We checked out 

the collection of 

memorabilia ar-

rayed around a huge theater-size organ 
housed right in George and Anna-

belleôs family room. 

    But an even bigger surprise awaited 
us as George led us out to a warehouse 

and pushed back huge sliding doors to 

revealé a full size, working, antique, 

fully restoredé carousel! The antique 
carousel was 

manufactured 

in 1928 by the 
Allen Herschell 

Carousel Co. of 

North Tona-
wanda, New 

York. It fea-

tures 28 leaping 

horses, 2 other animals and 2 chariots. 
Wife Annabelle described the condi-

tion when he found it: ñA truckload of 

pipe and lumber.ò George told us of 
the years of restoration and described 

how a merry-go-round is different 

from a carousel. According to George, 

the major difference is that a merry-go
-round has all horses, whereas a carou-

sel also has other animals and chariots. 

Being a dutiful cub reporter, I came 
home and researched these two words 

and found a great deal of information 

saying that they are synonyms, but I 
like Georgeôs definition best. Another 

factoid is that in the US, these    

(continued on page 6) 

 

At left, United Wives 
Local 837 is soon to 
begin collective bar-
gaining with husbands 
regarding Christmas, 
visiting relatives and 
home improvements for 
2010. 
 
At right, Bill and Martha 
Montalvo. 
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aisles of dealer-
ships.) Although we 

missed having a 

Fleetwood 75 or 60 
Special, we had 

something many 

dealers never got for 

1960: an Eldorado 
Biarritz (belonging 

to the Hanes) and an 

E l d o r a d o 
B r o u g h a m 

(belonging to the 

Thomases). The 
flattop Sedan de 

Ville was represented by ñoil tycoonò 

Gary Falasco (who kindly wiped up oil 

dripping from several of the cars). The 
six-window hardtop was represented by 

Dal Keilôs blue car. There were three 

Series 62 convertibles (including Leo 
Affiôs white one and Calvin Jonesô yel-

low one). The two-door hardtop was 

represented well by the Wilsonsô blue 
Series 62. 

    While the treasure was being ar-

ranged in the castle keep, Sir John Gib-

bons did battle with, and ultimately 
prevailed against, the cunning and un-

cooperative beast known as Binaltob-

boote at his ô76 Eldorado convertible. 
    Julian Cangelosi helped Frank and 

Sharon Brannon park an immense ô92 

stretch limo (body by Armbruster?). 

    Practice for next year went on in the 
service area with several 1961 cars be-

ing displayed. 

    Lunch was sandwiches and chipsð
simple but good. Thanks very much to 

Linda Leonard for delivering 

them. 

    Most of the exhibitors who 
judged cars (using the peer 

method) did so discreetly. I 

did not see many people mull-
ing over ballots. As usual, 

awards were handed out 

shortly after lunch. Please see 
page 6 for the results.  

    It was a pleasure to see Mi-

chael Dubos and Garry 

Mitchell back with us again. 
Also very good to meet new 

members Cathy and Joel 

Feldman, who brought a 1931 
Cadillac V-8 Town Sedan. 

    Many thanks to the Penske 

team for inviting us back this 

year and being so generous 
with their facility. Itôs a lot of 

work to move all the cars they 

did, and it is much appreci-
ated.  

Continued on page 6. 

Dal Keil gets a feel for the ñnewò 1960 Cadillac.  
At right, Al Williams stands beside his 1955 sedan 

and chats with Omar, whose Cadillac crest jacket is 
the envy of the SoCal Region. 

When the boss says ñjump,ò ask, ñHow high?ò 

 

ñJust put the Hummer in the trunk, dear.ò 



Obscure Car from last issue: Jim Davidson was first to 

correctly identify this car as a Trabant 601. Itôs an East 

German car. The year is difficult to guess but is of the 

1960s or 1970s. No annual styling changes for this Com-

munist Bloc gross polluter! Honorable mention of com-

rades Steve Stewart and Penn Lenson. See page 7 for a 

new mystery car. 
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Thomas E. Kent  

Attorney at Law  

 
BUSINESS Å BANKRUPTCY Å IMMIGRATION Å REAL ESTATE 

 
 

 LEE & KENT                                             
 915 WILSHIRE BLVD., SUITE 2050               TEL: 213-380-2828 
 LOS ANGELES, CA 90017-3494                    tkent@leekent.com 

Penske Show, continued from page 5. 

amusements usually turn counterclockwise, while in many 
European countries they turn clockwise.  

    The biggest thrill was when George allowed us to climb 

aboard the carousel while he busied himself with the con-
trols. Soon, the lights came on, the music started up so loud 

our eyes bulged, and the carousel began to take us for a 

bouncing ride. And all of this in the middle of huge farming 

and walnut expanses! We never would have guessed. 
    Our special thanks go out to Rob & Linda Leonard, 

Craig Chally, and Rich Manley and his friends, Vic Groah 

and the Popes, for arranging a very special, down-home 
North-South Meet where we could all get together with 

friends and just have a good time.                                           

North-South Meet 2009, continued from page 4. 

PENSKE SHOW AWARDS 
 

CLASS 1 
1st - 1936 Cadillac Series 80, Bill & Cecily Burton 
2nd - 1958 Eldorado Biarritz (black), Kevin McCray 
3rd - 1958 Eldorado Biarritz (white), John Altamura 
 
CLASS 2 
1st - 1960 Eldorado Biarritz, Randy & Melanie Hane 
2nd - 1960 Eldorado Brougham, the Thomases 
3rd - 1960 Series 62 coupe, James & Marilynn Wilson  
 
CLASS 3 
1st - 1964 De Ville convertible, Terry Beasely 
2nd - 1961 Sedan de Ville, Jay and Betsy Davenport 
3rd - 1961 Coupe de Ville, Ken Ackert 

Melanie Hane 
accepts a Best 
i n  C l a s s 
Award for the 
Pompeian Red 
1960 Eldorado 
Biarritz. 
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From the 1970 model year was a pair of Eldorado coupes.  In 
many ways 1970 represented a high point for America and its 

automobiles. This was especially true of the 1970 Eldorado. 

Except for the V-series Cadillacs of the past few years, no 
Cadillac motor cars were more powerful than those built in 

1970. America was at the height of its power and prestige with 

low unemployment, boundless opportunities, and an entire dec-
ade without a significant recession.  

    That yearôs Eldorado was the last of the first generation FWD 

design and sported a 500 CID V8 (newer Eldorados were bur-

dened by emissions control equipment that robbed them of 
power.) The twin examples of the 1970 Eldorado on display 

both belong to Omer ñJackò Brackx. 

    Thanks to all that brought their beautiful cars to the event and 
special thanks to Gary Sisk for making the show a reality.  

 

What kind of car is it? Hints: Itõs a GM car. The 

bulbous cowl helps distinguish this brand. The 

Spanish Influenza epidemic hasnõt happened yet.  

 

The first member that correctly identifies the 

make and year (give or take two years) of this 

car wins a free SoCal Region CLC T -shirt! Please 

submit your best answer via e -mail at once to 

th@caditalk.com .  

 

OBSCURE CARS OF YESTERYEAR 

50th Anniversary Commemorative Clock featuring 

all 12 models of the 1960 Cadillac. Only two remain 

from a production run of just 13! Get yours now as 

they will never again be available. $50 post paidð

make your check out to ñSoCal CLCò and send to:  

SoCal CLC 

c/o Linda Leonard 

5016 West 131st Street 

Hawthorne, CA 90250 

The first two checks win the race; all later checks 

will be returned.  

San Diego Regional National, continued from page 3 


